
F R R E S   P T A   M I N U T E S

Date Thursday, April 9, 2015

Meeting Called to Order 3:15 pm 

In Attendance Officers Sherry DeCelle, Kenly Brozman, Ilona Packie and Kathy Adams; Faculty Members Tom Nadolny, Principal; Chris Keller, Teacher and Kathleen Bracken, Librarian; Committee Heads, Parents and Guests Craig Drenga, Wendy Berman, Alicia Dunaj, Aimeé McGovern, Devon Franklin of Flying Deer Nature Center and Linda Rocke of the Otis Observer

Motions Voted and Approved

Minutes from previous meeting
Flying Deer Nature Center program, slated for fall 2015
Calendar, New

Screen Free Week May 4 - 10

Grumbling Gryphons April 29

Gaia Roots Performance June 9

Flying Deer Nature Center Fall 2015

Field Day Friday June 19 (rain date June 18)

Calendar, Ongoing

PTA Meetings 2nd Thursday of month at 3:15pm, Library

PTA Agenda posted to school website on Friday prior to meeting

PTA Newsletter submissions by 3rd Friday of month to katlamixe@gmail.com
Treasurer’s Report 

Cash calendar winners, one remaining – Bridget Arresta of Lee (trying to locate) 

Of note: a couple won combined $150, donated back to PTA 

$4,182 paid to Otis Ridge ski program 

$250 received from Campbell's Soup Labels for Education 

Balance: $13,676

Kenly Brozman, Flying Deer Nature Center

Devon Franklin, guest speaker. FDNC established 1996. Devon started 1998. He ran after-school program at Taconic High School to help foster trust and connection in challenging students. FDNC uses concept of teaching core routines to promote connection with nature via finding special locations in the outdoors for observation. Such tracking routines alter neural circuitry to deepen connection to nature. Proposing 3-day sequential program, segmented to appeal to young children through older. FDNC teaches basic foundations of nature to the youngest, via half-day course; teaches navigation skills, featuring basic elements of survival (shelter, water, food, fire) to older kids, via full day course. Older kids fascinated by concept of survival; appeals to that instinct. Focused outdoor work builds self-confidence and teamwork. Typical fee $800 per day, or 2k+ ($1,800 discount for our group) over 3 days. Mutually agreed that autumn is best time of year. Plan: courses for groups of 15 children each, to include teachers and/or parents as chaperones.

Lion King Cast Party Update, co-coordinators Kathy A and Kathy C

200+ expected. Set up Friday night, after pizza cleanup. Help welcome: feel free to bring safari, animal or tropical-themed decorations from home; plus scissors, tape or construction paper. Kathy C bringing tropical-themed items, including table cloths, balloons, paper lanterns, leis and grass skirts. 16 families confirmed to bring dessert. Hillary Howard creating 8 doz Lion King-themed cupcakes (2 doz GF). Big Y donating 2 large veg platters. Drop dessert items at cafeteria, Sat 5 pm.

Guest Linda Rocke, Editor of Otis Observer

Mission statement: to create a conduit for local news. Outlet for town residents, emphasis on relevant news. No guarantee of publishing; news items and headlines trump all. Like a puzzle, a job of fitting pieces together. Typically less space available than info to fit. Inside back page devoted to calendar. Budget for 8 pages (maybe 12). Published 11x per year; January/February issue combined. Seeking news writers and reporters to cover town events. Next meeting, April 16 at 6 pm, Town Hall.

Contributions from creative children welcome; please stress to kids they cannot expect articles to appear. Linda likes Tom’s idea of a “Did You Know” segment, by grade level; she suggested perhaps done as a column? Linda would like to see a student cub reporter, or group of student reporters talking to peers and rotating credit for self-generated assignments. “The 5 W’s”—who, what, when, where, why— are important in first few sentences of article submitted, to be edited from bottom up. PTA submissions from newsletter: calendar of events, fundraiser activities. Honor Roll recognition is newsworthy. Fillers, poems and photos (delivered as a PDF please) may be submitted. 

Protocol for submission: send to Linda Rocke, Editor: OtisObserver@yahoo.com. 

Deadline: all submissions must be received by 15th of month.

President’s Report, Screen Free / Teacher Appreciation Combined Week, May 4-9

Screen Free Schedule, May 4-9

M  Rec Center Bingo, FRRES. Pizza provided. Parents bring dessert. 

W  Chris Keller’s Hike, includes snack and drink.

F  Swimming and dinner at Berkshire South, includes dinner.

Teacher Appreciation Schedule, May 4-9
M  Breakfast 

T  Dessert

W  Soup

Th  Snacks, appetizers

F  Massages, ice cream

Next slate of PTA officers to be approved at May meeting.

Field Day June 12 with a rain date of June 11.

SignUpGenius.com. Online reminder. Sherry implementing, hope to engage volunteers next year.

Meeting Adjourned 4:15 pm

Next Meeting Thursday, May 14, 2015 at 3:15 pm in Library

