
F R R E S   P T A   M I N U T E S

Date: Thursday, June 12, 2014

Meeting Called to Order at 3:15 PM. 

In Attendance: PTA Board members Sherry DeCelle, President and Kathy Adams, Secretary; Faculty Members Mary Turo, Principal and Kathleen Bracken, Librarian; Committee Heads/Parents: Wendy Berman, Kenly Brozman, Shanon Albee, Craig Drenga, Jess Drenga and Kathy Couch.

MOTIONS VOTED AND APPROVED: Minutes from previous meeting; Mrs. Chiricella’s request for a subscription for SmartMusic, music education software, for $44; Fall Fundraiser SavAround has run its course, and alternative fundraising ideas will be discussed at August PTA meeting.

Calendar, New Items:

Monday, June 16. Field Day/Flag Day (date changed due to weather).

Monday, August 4. School Board Meeting to discuss Nature’s Classroom Funding, all encouraged to attend and show support. 7 pm, FRRES Library.

Calendar, Ongoing:
PTA monthly meetings. Held second Thursday of each month, 3:15pm in the Library.

PTA Agenda will be posted to school website on Fridays, prior to PTA meetings.

PTA Newsletter submissions requested within one week following PTA meetings, usually by third (3rd) Friday of each month, emailed to: katlamixe@gmail.com.

Treasury Report (by Sherry). 

Field Day t-shirts paid; Field Day events paid. A few more expenditures to come from upcoming August fundraiser. Beginning of 2014-15 school year will be healthy, with apx 4-5k in coffers. OCC, apx $275 and Rec Center Bingo, apx $250 monies due to arrive.

Principal’s Report.
Last day of Assembly to be Monday 6/16 at 9 am: Honor Roll, Perfect Attendance awards, etc. Will have Ilona send email to parents inviting to Assembly. Also at 10 am, 6th Graders vs. Staff volleyball tournament.
Today is the final official PTA meeting for outgoing Principal Mrs. Mary Turo; Sherry presented a bouquet expressing thanks and appreciation for Mrs. Turo’s consistent attendance at meetings and support for PTA endeavors over the past few years. 

The PTA also thanked Anastasia for serving as Board Member for 3 years, and Shanon for all of her contributions as both Room Parent and active member of PTA.
Thank You cards by the children to the PTA were presented on behalf of the Preschool, as well as from Mary Turo, JoAnn Austin, and Laurie Flower.

Summer Fundraiser update. Wendy, Kenly and Ilona, Co-Chairs.

Flyer of event posted to school website. Tix purchased online at EventBrite.com. An iPad will be available at event for card-swipe event purchases. Facebook page to be posted. Official envelopes ordered. Ad in Otis Gazette. Permission was granted by OCC to use sandwich sign boards. Sign reface and online calendar to be available; cost $300. 

Suggestion to sell tix/raffle in advance at Otis Farmer’s Market, which is very well attended in summer (general cost for table rental $20, but probably could obtain gratis); a display board outlining playground improvements mentioned. Mention of Lowe’s offering incentives for projects to help children. Ideal for Westfield-themed baskets. Arts Festival (July 26) gift basket idea suggested, soliciting artists/donations. Donor List used from last auction event, numbering 69; another 50 addresses added now.

Aaron Lewis, musician is first official donation, with signed CDs and t-shirts. Kathy Couch crafts unique watchbands, and can donate for the event.

Volunteers are needed for many areas in both prep for the event, and on day of event. A signup sheet was passed around for volunteers to commit. 

(Updated: please see detailed summary following Minutes, submitted 6/12 by the Auction Chairs, listing item and volunteer needs as well as those who have committed.) **

Hors d’oeuvres, treats, snacks (not dinner); desserts to be donated. $566 was cost for last auction held at the Stanmeyer barn. Probably a 1k float could be allocated by the PTA.

Recap: this event a manageable way to raise funds for playground improvements. School district to pay for mulch ground cover, new nets to capture balls and equipment, plus a storage shed. District brought forth ball-item suggestions, to enhance play: a tether ball; a “Gaga” pit (octogonal structure for passing a ball) with cover; a music activity, such as an outdoor boom box for dancing. Idea is to cover such suggestions, then have spare money to address fixing up current equipment and forging a path to the field through the woods. Tether ball cost $250-$350; balls $35-$55.

Sherry requested of Chairs to please keep PTA abreast of their next Benefit meeting, for more PTA members to sign up and take a more active role, once the extremely busy nature of end-of-school-year events come to a close. 

President’s Report. 

Field Day, rescheduled to Monday, June 16, due to weather. Continental Breakfast. Arrive to help out anytime after 8 am.

Mrs. Chiricella requested subscription for SmartMusic, music education software, for $44. Voted yes.

Fall Fundraiser. Entirely benefits classrooms; half of proceeds stay with teachers to spend / half stays with class for 6th Grade Field Trip. Agreed that SavAround booklet of coupons has run its course. Will revisit fundraising ideas at August PTA meeting. Suggestion to remind teachers to spend raised money on needed items* via PTA drafting a letter, especially to new teachers. 

* example mentioned: that teachers can use this money to purchase classroom goodies, instead of outsourcing to Room Parents to purchase.

Trash/Recycling Program. Classroom teachers need encouraging to recycle glass; also noted there are no recycling bins located in cafeteria. Item to be revisited at August PTA meeting. Jess Drenga offered to bring up with School Board. It was mentioned we need to send correct message to kids about importance of recycling.

Nature’s Classroom. A bi-annual educational travel experience, Nature’s Classroom is a requirement built into the curriculum for students in the 5th or 6th Grade. Funding for NC is an Agenda Item on the upcoming School Board Meeting, scheduled on Monday, August 4 at 7 pm, in the FRRES Library. All are encouraged to attend and show support.

Meeting Adjourned at 4:20 PM.

Please Note: There will be no PTA meeting held July 2013, during summer vacation.

First Fiscal Meeting of 2014-15 School Year PTA: Thursday, August 14, 2014, 3:15 PM IN SCHOOL LIBRARY.

————————————————————————————

** Updated: please see detailed summary below, submitted 6/12 by the Auction Chairs, listing item and volunteer needs as well as those who have committed:

Here are action items that came out of our discussion today:

1) Sell printed tickets at Otis Farmer's Market: We've decided that selling printed tickets at the Farmer's Market would be a great way to reach summer people who flock there on Saturdays. Kathy Couch to contact Jess Ripley regarding a space, Craig & Jess Drenga volunteered to man the space and sell tickets on Saturdays. It would be great if we could get one other person to work with them or take alternate weekends. Wendy is designing a ticket and will get those printed ASAP with the goal of starting at the 6/21 market.

2) Develop a display board outlining our project: Kathy Couch offered to put together a board outlining what playground improvements we'd like to make, their costs (maybe photos too), and maybe add a photo of our current playground for reference.

3) Solicit Artists for donations at Otis Art Festival on 7/26: Shanon noted how she was able to procure several donations for the last auction at the festival, enabling her to create an "Arts" basket/package. Looking for volunteer(s) to take this on.

4) Volunteers needed for various committees/efforts: See the following list for areas of need and who has volunteered so far; let me know if you can help and if you'd be interested in chairing a committee. We need help leading up to the event, as well as on the day of the event, so please be sure to indicate if you also plan to attend the event and assist that day/night (event begins at 5pm and runs to 8pm). 

· PROMOTION: Develop and distribute materials to promote the event (posters, press releases, online calendar submissions, etc.)
· Craig and Jess Drenga – Farmer's Market
· Wendy Berman 
· VENDORS: Manage vendors (wine and beer) and be sure they have what they need.
· FOOD: Determine food offerings (hors d'oeuvres), purchase food and manage it on night of the event.
· Kathy Adams
· Shanon Albee
· Sherry DeCelle
· PARKING & SAFETY: Assist with signage and organization of parking area and manage the process on the evening of the event.
· AUCTION ITEMS: Assist in procuring auction items. Could be one item or as many as you would like
· Wendy Berman
· Kenly Brozman
· Ilona Packie
· Jon Berman
· EVENT MATERIALS: Development of materials for display at event. Includes program, bid sheets, auction item description sheets. Also responsible for determining displays and necessary materials (i.e. clipboards, frames, pencils, etc.)
· Wendy Berman
· TICKETING: Manage table at entry, reference ticket and donor/vendor list and take tickets. Manage cash box and/or possibly Eventbrite at-the-door ticketing via iPad app.
· SUPPLIES: Responsible for obtaining various supplies needed for the event. Includes tables and chairs, paper products, trash cans, etc.
· DECORATIONS/THEME: Determine how we’ll carry our theme (TBD) throughout the event.
If there's anything I've left out, let me know. Thanks, everyone!

wendy

